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Mark your calendars!
The next TRAG General Member meet-
ing will be on Monday, February 9 at 
7PM at the Pioneer Community Center. 

Got an idea for TRAG?
Let us know! 
suggestions@threeriversartistguild.com

Volume 8 Issue 2

Greetings, Members!

This month, we are honored to welcome back Laura Valenti to give a 
talk on “Truly Personal Art.”

In this talk, Laura Valenti will discuss moving beyond a technical and 
mechanical approach to the creative practice and towards a practice 
based on emotion, intuition, and personal inquiry. She’ll show a 
slideshow of her own recent photographic work, along with the work 
of other contemporary photographers working in the same vein.

Laura Valenti is a photographer, curator, and educator. She works as 
Outreach Director at Photolucida, a nonprofit dedicated to helping 
emerging photographers make connections in the gallery and 
publishing worlds. She teaches online photography courses that focus 
on why people photograph – not how. An exhibition she curated, 
“Place: Framing the Oregon Landscape” is now on view at the Oregon 
Historical Society. View her images and learn more here: http://www.
valentiphotography.com

See you Monday evening!
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Community Happenings

Are you a new member? Want to be featured here? 
Contact Membership Coordinator Sue Thomas: 
membership@threeriversartistguild.com

Welcome New Members!
Several new members joined TRAG this month: 

Patricia House of Pat’s Creations Photography is from 
Hubbard and is new to photography. You can reach her at 
housep58@gmail.com.

Donna and Ed LaPlante own Confusion Art Studios in 
Oregon City where they do kiln-formed glass that can 
function as lighting, tile, art, or serveware. They work in 
metal, wood and mixed media as well as glass. You can 
reach them at glass@ConfusionArtStudio.com.

Patty Stelz is a watercolor artist from Clackamas, and can 
be reached at stelzhaus@gmail.com. She started taking 
watercolor classes in the mid-1990s, and studied with Beth 
Verheyden for 4 years. Her favorite subjects now are wild 
and tame felines. 

Susan van der Naald from Oregon City. Her jewelry 
business name is Just Playing Around, and you can reach 
her at suevdn@aol.com.

Tom Cook, who can be reached at tcpottery@gmail.
com, got started in pottery about 7 years ago when he 
took a class at CCC with his daughter. He does mostly 
functional work of bowls, platters, and vases and fires in 
reduction,soda and wood kilns for different finishes to his 
work.

Moods and Views at the 221 Gallery

Sharon Crocetti, Anita Reuther and Susan Schenk share 
their unique moods and views at the 221 Gallery’s 1st 
quarter rotation! Their paintings and collage sometimes 
grab the viewer with a whirlwind of visual motion and 
sometimes calm with tranquil pastoral scenes. 

Anita’s water media “Frenzy” sets the tone for the high-
energy selections. Four koi churn in a whirl of watery 
color, their dizzying dance creating an abstract vision in the 
viewer’s eye. 

Susan Schenk’s “Zebra Patrol” is equally startling in its 
delightful juxtapositions. Snippets of aboriginal and exotic 
collage create a strange world, where nothing is quite in 
perspective yet perfectly unified. Vibrant striped zebras 
patrol this strange territory while our eyes bounce around 
the images, making sense of the imaginative scene.  
Additional works, including “Turtle Patrol,” “Glyph Story,” 
and “Night Caravan” carry the theme, each collage a puzzle 
of movement and mystery waiting to be solved. 

Sharon’s soothing traditional landscapes offer a complete 
contrast to the high-motion works. “Sunset on Snow” 
sets a classic winter scene cast with soft light on snowy 
shadows. “Princess Louisa Inlet, B.C.” and “Sunset on 
Pacific Coast” soothe the soul with tranquil views. Anita’s 
“Pears” series contemplates one of Oregon’s favorite 
fruits, each pear portrait a meditation in rich textured tones. 

Challenge your artistic sense with the wide range of 
moods and views in this expressive collection. Don’t miss 
it on your next trip past 221 Molalla Avenue in Oregon City! 

TRAG Artists Selected for 2015 AEP Showings 

TRAG members Ingrid Aubry, Bob Bresky, Tara Choate, 
Stephanie Gillette, Mickey Ronningen, Susan Schenk, 
Sheridan Shimp, Cherilyn Sunridge, Susan Thomas and 
Marilyn Woods have been selected for 2015 showings 
through the Clackamas Arts Alliance’s Artist Exhibit 
Program (AEP). Go to www.clackamasartsalliance.org and 
click on “2015 Artists” under the Artist Exhibit Program to 
learn more about the artists and see images of their work.   

There is still room in Susan Schenk’s collage classes at 
Art and Soul Retreat in Portland the first week of March.

Go to www.artandsoulretreat.com and check out the 
wonderful array of mixed media classes. Click Portland and 
then classes and instructors.

Collage a Pet, Collage a 
Nest, Collage a bird and 
butterfly and Collage using 
stencils and maps. No 
drawing skill needed. Three 
classes are in the evening 
and the pet class is all day.
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TRAG General Meeting Minutes
General Membership Meeting 1/12/15 
Meeting Location: Pioneer Community Center 
(Downstairs), Oregon City

ATTENDANCE:  43 Members, 5 Guests

Called to order at 7:04 p.m., by Linda Merry Gross

Linda Merry- Welcome & acknowledgement of guests, 
new members; introduction of 2015 Board Members; 
introduced guest speaker, Karen Lewis.

Karen Lewis (KarenELewis.com) gave slide show 
presentation entitled, “PRODUCTIVITY: How To Make A 
Lot Of Art & Why”, shared examples of her art work. 

Linda Merry- Major Announcement! TRAG Gallery 
moving to a new venue! From Friends of the O.C. Library 
Bookstore location to replace Grapevine Gallery & Framing 
Shop in Singer Hill Café’, as of 3/1/15. Issued invitation 
to members to assist with various aspects of the move. 
Reminder: many aspects of business will change w/ new 
facility & will be communicated on finalization. Sales will 
increase due to greater visibility (8 guests on 1/11/15 
at existing gallery versus 400+ at Café’!) and more 
appropriate target market/culture.

Holiday Show recap- Excellent reviews! Boutique-style 
floor plan well met. Pioneer Community Center eager to 
have TRAG back each year.

Floor opened for artist announcements (current & 
upcoming shows/exhibits).

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

The Chamber of Commerce of Oregon City, of which TRAG 
is a proud member, was invited to paint at the Chamber 
After Hours at Angel Art Creations.

Linda Merry joined the After Hours Party on the second 
session and thoroughly enjoyed taking brush in hand.

Angel Art Creations, owned and operated by TRAG 
member Shawna Holder, promotes; “At Angel Art Creations 
we are committed to a creative atmosphere where people 
of all ages can express their individuality. Our Instructors 
have passion for the arts and we want to take you on an 
adventure to explore your inner artist. Our objective is to 
create a relaxing non-competitive environment. This ia a 
2 1/2 hour journey where you paint today and take home 
your creation tonight.”

Check it out at:

Angel Art Creations 
514 Main Street 
Oregon City, OR 97045 
503-266-9999

Angel Art Creation is holding a Valentines Special February 
13th-14th  
Couples classes - $50.00 per couple 

From time to time artists have asked if there is anyone who 
would create a website for them. If you have an interest in 
this, or have other skills to offer TRAG members, please let 
webmaster@threeriversartistguild.com know and we’ll put 
your name, email and telephone number on the website.
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Three Rivers Artist Guild operates a gallery located at 502 7th 
Street (Corner of 7th and Center Street), in Oregon City. We 
share a space with The Friends of the Library Bookstore.

Gallery Spotlight

Gallery News

Are you currently showing or have shown in a gallery? Share 
the gallery name, address, telephone number and/or website 
with our webmaster@threeriversartistguild.com and we’ll 
keep a handy list for all our members to peruse and use. 

TRAG Gallery’s 1st 2015 Rotation 

The TRAG Gallery starts 2015 with significant New Year’s 
changes! New Gallery Chairperson Mitzi Kugler takes the 
helm as the gallery starts its new bi-monthly rotations. 
Moving from four to six rotations per year gives gallery-
goers more reasons to visit and more artists a chance to 
show their work as well. A new freestanding slat wall by 
the front entrance gives pedestrians a close-up view of 
selected 2-D artwork. The two-sided wall does double duty, 
displaying art on both the gallery and street sides. 

Several new artists join long-standing members showing 
at the gallery for the first time. Bob Fuquay joined TRAG in 
time for the 2014 Holiday Show and was so pleased that 
he signed up for the next gallery 
rotation. His hand-crafted Shaker 
boxes carry their honored tradition 
to a contemporary setting. “My 
grandmother had one, and I was 
always fascinated,” Bob tells us. 
The intricate grains in cherry and maple invite viewers to 
touch – and the perfectly-fitting lids add a satisfying feel to 
his creations.

Painters Janice MacDonald, 
Marianne Ryder and Patti Nelson 
all bring a personal touch to classic 
nature scenes. Janice’s “Early 
Light” captures a warm desert 
sunrise beyond a stately earth-

toned arch. Marianne’s “Rood Park Path Study” lures us into 
the lush scenery of well-watered woods. Patti’s “Bird on 
Echinacea” poses a golden finch on its bright pink bloom. 

Mary Margaret Hite, Carol Wagner and Heather Andrews 
offer a wide range of jewelry and beaded items. Carol’s 

beaded work includes a tumbling block pattern bag that 
sparkles like a golden-threaded tapestry. Mary Margaret’s 
necklaces range from cleverly-coiled copper to classic 
pearl strings and woven beadwork. Heather’s innovative 

pendants include beaded vials for 
unexpected storage around the 
wearer’s neck!

More of our new artists’ work is 
spread throughout the gallery. 
Heather’s fanciful prints take us 
to an enchanted place where 

pandas, parrots, a praying mantis 
and a bicorn (double-horned 
unicorn) pose in their peaceful 
pastel-hued world. Carol’s 
delicately crocheted doilies and 
coasters seem completely at 
home in the jewelry case as well as the 3-D shelves. 
Mitzi’s fused glass artwork frames translucent views of 

water lilies, long-stemmed 
grasses and fascinating textured 
sands. 

Start your New Year with a trip 
to the gallery – and hurry! The 
next rotation begins in March!   
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February 2015 Artist of the Month: Trieste Andrews

Want to be the next Artist of the Month?
Contact Mitzi Kugler or Tonya Meyer about showing your 
work in the Three Rivers Artist Guild Gallery!
gallery@threeriversartistguild.com

Don’t forget! You must be a paid member to show in the 
gallery! Please bring your payment to the general meeting 
or contact Sue Thomas: 
membership@threeriversartistguild.com

Trieste Andrews
Oils

“I have been painting ever since I can remember,” Trieste 
recalls. “I constantly have a painting in some state of completion 
that sits in a 4’ by 4’ corner of my family’s office. I start at 8PM and 
suddenly am trying to figure out why it’s midnight and where the last 
four hours went . . .”

Happily, Trieste’s family shares her passion for art. Her twin sister, Mary DeCroce, is 
a professional muralist in Southington, CT, and the 
two embarked on an artistic adventure a few years 
ago. Travelling to Tuscany for a “plein air” (outdoor) 
painting tour, “we stayed at a beautiful villa and set up 
our easels at a different hillside town every day,” she 
tells us. “It was a wonderful way for [the two of us] to 
reconnect while pursuing our passion for painting in 
one of the most beautiful 
places in the world.”  

Trieste’s oils reflect both her time in Tuscany and her northwest 
roots with equal warmth and energy. “Bagno Vignoni Hot 
Springs” captures the sun-toned stucco and terra cotta 
details of a graceful garden pool. “Mama Mias” portrays the 
sovereignty of age in a timeless culture. “Multnomah Falls” 
envelopes us in Oregon’s misty green majesty.  

Trieste delights in highlighting the beauty of the world around her.  “When I finally lay 
in the darkest of darks and brightest of whites in my paintings, the picture comes alive 
and my soul is nourished,” she offers.  Like a splendid Tuscan feast, her paintings can 
nourish our artistic passions, too! 
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Collage – Painting with Paper 
By Susan Schenk 

(Excerpted from her article in the magazine “Cloth Paper 
Scissors” with minor adaptations for the TRAG newsletter 
format)

Representational collages invite you to see beyond the 
apparent. From a distance, they appear to be paintings. 
Up close, you see complicated jumbles of separate parts, 
similar to our own lives; appealing when viewed from afar 
but somewhat surprising when inspected more intimately. 
This art form is surprisingly easy if you know a few tricks! 

Using discarded materials as paint fosters the idea of 
finding beauty in the overlooked. Discover line, color and 
form hidden in what others toss away. By transforming 
magazines, maps and other ephemera into appealing 
images, you leave a small carbon footprint and carve out a 
trail of enjoyment for others to travel. You also save a lot of 
money on materials! 

Here’s how the process works for one of my “nest” 
collages. The photos included with this article illustrate the 
steps described below. 

Start with an Image and an Acetate Template – Put your 
image or photocopy under a plastic document protector. 
Use a Sharpie to make a template on the plastic sheet by 
tracing the lines to create the equivalent of a transparent 
paint-by-numbers guide. Draw a shape whenever the color 
changes, draw outlines and show the direction of flowing 
lines. Mark areas that are very dark or light. Remove the 
original image and use six inches of blue tape as a hinge to 

position the top edge of the document protector template 
to the top of the space you’re using to create your collage. 

Glue Large Shapes Under Your Template – Lift the bottom 
of your hinged plastic template to guide you as you 
position and glue colored pieces of paper (your “paint”) 
on the heavier paper underneath. Use YES! paste or other 
clear drying glue to attach your pieces to the base. Start 
with the background, then large shapes, saving small 
pieces and details for last. If you use a standard pre-cut 
mat to pre-determine the finished size, your masterpiece 
will be easy to frame, since pre-cut 11” by 14” mats with 
8” by 10” openings are easily available. 

Add Details (Such as the Nest’s Eggs) – Cut the eggs out 
of spotted paper or add your own shading and spots. Be 
careful to refer to your source image, since different bird 
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breeds make different types of nests. 

Add More Details – Keep building layers, starting with 
the most distant (background) and working towards you 
(foreground). Create contrast with darks and lights. After 
using large pieces to build an under-nest as a base, layer 
thin strips of paper on top around the eggs.

Add Final Details – I often weave in string, yarn, raffia and 
feathers. Blot and press down your layers with a damp 
cloth. As you near completion, add detail with a felt-tip 
marker, acrylics, or, my favorite, water soluble crayons and 

a small brush. Remove the template when you feel ready. 
You may want to carefully add a wash of thinned mat 
medium to tack down any curling edges and even out the 
sheen, but I prefer the slightly ragged look. Frame with a 
mat to keep glued papers away from the glass.

Remember to get away from your work from time to time 
and look at it with fresh eyes. If you are unhappy with 
something after a short break, edit by layering new papers 
on top.  Your work evolves, so delay any judgment until it 
has a chance to rest. 

The fun thing about painting with paper is that you get 
remarkable results with few expenses, no standards, no 
rules, no perfection and no judges. Oh, wait! There is one 
rule for this kind of collage – does it make you happy? After 
experimenting with realistic images of nests, move on to 
faces, flowers, pets, landscapes and more. You will amaze 
yourself!

Editor’s Note: You can learn more about Susan’s remarkable 
collages at her website, www.susanschenk.com. She also 
teaches collage at various venues in Portland and on cruise 
ships! There may still be space at her upcoming workshops 
at the Art and Soul Retreat at the Sheraton Airport Hotel in 
Portland March 2nd-8th. See www.artandsoulretreat.com 
for more information. 
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February 13, 2015
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

at
Three Rivers Gallery & Gifts

502 7 th Street • Oregon City

Come meet the Artists participating in theGallery!

Wine Tasting byForest Edge Winery 

Heather Andrews 

playing Harp

Original Art by 27 Artists!
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“Bend in the River in Acrylic!
with Melissa Gannon

Seeking to let go of realism? Want to make a 
colorful statement that is unique to you? Want 
some ideas about painting trees, water, light 
and reflection? Learn all that and more in this 
workshop!  We will talk about brush loading, 
color application and composition! Bring one or 
more canvases or papers undercoated with light 
orange, all of your acrylic paints, several sizes of 
flat brushes, paper towels and if using heavy bodied 
acrylics, acrylic glazing medium to thin the paint. 
Class will include a demo.
Saturday, February 28 • 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

At the Gladstone Senior Center
1050 Portland Avenue in Gladstone, OR
Questions: Call Melissa at 503-557-3963
Cost: $45.00

To register call 503-557-3963.
Or download registration form at:
 www.melissagannon.com/workshops
See my work at: www.melissagannon.com.
Space is limited to register now!!!
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Looking for Call to Artists information? Be sure to sign 
up for:

 RACC (Regional Arts & Culture Council) at www.racc.org

Clackamas Arts Alliance at www.clackamasartsalliance.org

Both sites offer a phenomenal call to artist section.

Calls for Artists

Visit www.lakewood-center.org for more information

Artist’s Vision – Juried Exhibit 
Location: Lakewood Center, Upper Hallway

A popular venue for both emerging and established artists in 2D 
and 3D arts.

Deadline: 5 pm. February 16, 2015

https://www.lakewood-center.org/pages/Artists-Vision-call-
for-entry-2015

Art in the Park 
Location: George Rogers Park

An outdoor booth show in Lake Oswego’s George Rogers Park, 
Art in the Park showcases original hand-crafted fine art and craft 
in fifteen categories.

Deadline: 5 pm, February 27, 2015

https://www.lakewood-center.org/pages/Art-in-the-Park-
2015-Call-for-Entry

Open Show 
Location: Lakewood Center, Pavilion Tent

One of the largest shows of its kind in the Pacific Northwest, 
the Open Show features work from emerging and professional 
artists. Everyone is welcome without a jury process.

Registration & artwork drop off is Sunday, June 21, 2015, 1 – 4pm

https://www.lakewood-center.org/pages/Festival-open-
show-call-for-entry-2015

The Art Association of Jackson Hole is inviting artists, 
especially--but not limited to--those who do Western 
themes, to apply for the juried 2015 Jackson Hole Art Fair 
by March 6, 2015. Art Fair runs July 10-12 and August 7-9, 
2015.See www.jhartfair.org or email artistinfo @jhartfair.
org.

Haggen Gallery Call to Artists 

The Haggen Gallery offers a unique showcase for TRAG’s 
2-D artists favoring northwest imagery in their work. 
The store’s spacious Marketplace Café draws a constant 
stream of hungry visitors into its gracious setting, giving 
great exposure to our members’ work. A second venue is 
located in the meat department, where Rhondi and Jerry 
Myra’s ranch-themed photography looks right at home! 
“I’ve sold two pieces there,” notes showing artist Ingrid 
Aubry. “When a buyer selects your artwork, call Jeff Willard 
[TRAG curator] to take down the art and then contact the 
buyer to complete the sale.” 

The gallery opened in June, 2013, as a joint venture for 
Haggen and the Guild. The two shared costs and labor to 
equip the café walls with special tracks to hang the art 
and focused track lighting to enhance it. Themed artwork 
featuring northwest landscapes or images is juried by 
the Haggen Gallery Committee and Haggen’s manager. 
Employee and TRAG member Jeffrey Willard curates the 
exhibits and supervises rotations. Contact Jeff at (503) 
701-9217 or via the TRAG website’s gallery Email for more 
information on the upcoming call to artists. 

All entries need to be between 2’ x 2’ and 3’ x 3’ due 
to the café’s large size. (Other requirements are listed 
on our website.) Susan Schenk, Kathleen Mitchell, and 
Robin Berry currently join Ingrid and the Myras, showing 
almost twenty pieces ranging from about $135 to $500. 
The uniformity of the artwork’s size, theme and media 
gives the gallery an especially cohesive feel, enhancing the 
overall collection while allowing adequate space for each 
work’s unique expression. 

If you haven’t been to the Haggen Marketplace Café lately, 
these dark winter days are an ideal time for a visit! Come 
by for a home-baked delicacy and a great cup of coffee. 
Settle down near the warm gas fireplace to work on a 
journal, meet with friends . . . and enjoy the art!
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12th Around Oregon Annual at The Arts Center

The Arts Center 
700 SW Madison 
Corvallis OR 97333 
May 28 – July 11, 2015 
Deadline March 28, 2015, postmarked

Description:
The Around Oregon Annual exhibit is open to artists 
living in all parts of our state. This exhibition recognizes 
the quality and diversity in creative expression of artists 
throughout Oregon. Our intent is to show young and 
upcoming, as well as mature and established artists 
together. The Around Oregon Annual also recognizes 
and encourages excellence by awarding cash prizes, 
thoughtfully selected from the actual work.

Method of entry:
Submissions on line 
http://theartscenter.net/opportunity/deadline-march-28-
2015-12th-around-oregon-annua/ 
No entry fee

Eligibility:
The exhibit is open to all artists living or working in Oregon; the 

work does not need to have “Oregon” as its subject matter. 

All work must have been completed in the last two years. 

All media, except film, video and performance, will be considered. 

Work previously exhibited at The Arts Center will not be accepted 

or presented to the juror.

Terms and Parameters:
Non-juried work cannot be substituted for accepted work. 

Artwork must be available for the duration of the exhibit. 

Artists are responsible for delivery/transportation to and from The 

Arts Center. 

Pieces must be ready to hang or install (we do not accept saw 

tooth hangers). If not, staff can choose not to include the piece. 

Pieces must be identified with a label on the back or bottom, 

either your own label or TAC label provided with notification. Label 

must have artist name, title of the work and email address or 

phone number. 

Fragile surfaces must be protected by glass or Plexiglas; for 

special display methods the artist needs to supply materials and 

clear instructions. 

Artwork must be for sale, The Arts Center will receive a 50% 

commission on all sales. The Arts Center will not be responsible 

for loss or damage to art works left at TAC after July 18, 2015. 

Insurance will be provided during the exhibition. All work will be 

reimbursed for 50 % of the sales price declared on the provided 

consignment form. The consignment form must be completed for 

insurance value to be effective.

Juror:
Johanna G. Seasonwein is the Senior Curator for Western Art 

at the Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art in Eugene, Oregon. 

She directs the curatorial program focusing on American, Latin 

American, and European art, including collections development, 

exhibitions, academic collaborations and public programs. 

Seasonwein arrived at the JSMA in the summer of 2014. 

Previously, she served as the Andrew W. Mellon Curatorial 

Fellow for Academic Programs at the Princeton University 

Art Museum in Princeton, NJ. There, she was responsible for 

interpretation, education and academic outreach, and education 

program management, in addition to curatorial work. In 2012, 

she organized the exhibition “Princeton and the Gothic Revival: 

1870-1930” and authored a companion book by the same name, 

published by Princeton University Press. Seasonwein holds a 

doctorate in art history from Columbia University, New York, NY 

and a B.A., also in art history, from The Johns Hopkins University, 

Baltimore, MD.

Note:
The submission of digital images to this competition constitutes 

an agreement to all conditions set forth in the call-to-artists, 

including permission for reproduction on our website www.

theartscenter.net, general publicity in newspapers and magazines 

for promotional purposes.

Calendar: 
Entries due  midnight Saturday, March 28, 2015 

Selected artists notified April 27 

Artwork due On or Before Saturday May 23; 

Delivery Intake Times  Saturday, May 23, 12 noon-5 pm 

Exhibiting dates  May 28 – July 11, 2015 

Reception  May 27, Thursday, 5:30-7:30 

Brown Bag Art Talk  June 4, Thursday, 12 noon-1 pm 

Artists pick up work July 13, Monday, 9 – 12 noon-pm

--  
Hester Coucke 
The Arts Center Curator 
www.theartscenter.net 
http://www.facebook.com/TheArtsCenterOregon 
541-754-1551, ext 658


