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February Artists’ 
Reception, p.7

Well Received!

Mark your calendars!
The next TRAG General Member meet-
ing will be on Monday, March 9 at 7PM 
at the Pioneer Community Center. 

Got an idea for TRAG?
Let us know! 
suggestions@threeriversartistguild.com

Volume 8 Issue 3

Greetings, Members!

The past month has been a busy one for TRAG! The gallery crew 
has put in countless hours to make our new space inside the Singer 
Hill Cafe feel like home. Thanks and congratulations to our gallery 
committee for a job well done!

We’d also like to thank our members who so generously donated 
supplies, wrapping materials, paint, and of course, time and effort into 
making the gallery move run smoothly.

For this month’s meeting, we are proud to have TRAG member Susan 
Schenk share her unique representational collage process of making 
two dimensional collages that look like paintings from a distance. Her 
work is an invitation to look beyond the apparent. She’ll show the 
steps she uses when teaching this art form as well as finished works. 
Then, she’ll invite attendees to become introspective. She’ll guide you 
through a thought-provoking exercise from Julia Cameron’s book, The 
Artist’s Way. In this paper and pencil exercise you’ll become clearer on 
your definition of yourself as an artist, regardless of your medium. 

See you Monday evening!
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Community Happenings
TRAG Members’ Work at Blue Heron Exhibit  

Three TRAG members’ works joined others on display at 
the February 3rd “Art Contemplates Industry” reception 
celebrating the Blue Heron paper mill site.  Thirty local 
artists were selected to explore the site together on 
October 3rd, 2014, and to capture their impressions in 2-D 
and 3-D media plus poetry and prose for a 2015 display at 
the Clackamas County Development Services Building and 
City Hall, both in Oregon City.  Bob Bresky’s and Mickey 
Ronningen’s writing hung on the gallery walls alongside 
their 2-D photography and mixed media.  Susan Schenk’s 
innovative collages were on display at both exhibit sites. 

Bob noted that his involvement with the mill began long 
before the recent “Art Contemplates Industry” exploration.  
“I was at the paper mill auction in 2011 with my wife, 
Carol,” he explained, “and was selling some of my auction 
photos at that year’s 1st City Celebration when I learned 
about the ‘Art Contemplates Industry’ event.  They wanted 
writers as well as artists.”  

“After the 2014 visit, I began my new book, Run of the 
Mill, about the history of the paper mills in both Oregon 
City and West Linn.  The first 41 pages are hanging by my 
photograph here.  I’ll also have a 6,000-word article for the 
‘Oregon Historical Quarterly’ ready soon.”  His sepia-toned 
photograph of the mill’s pipes and meters, titled “Prisoner,” 
seems to speak to both the mill’s past production and the 
long passage of time. 

Mickey’s brightly-colored “Blue Heron Mill Raid” is a 
patchwork of industrial lines and angles, full of energy 
and sparked with the lure of the October adventure.  “It’s 
based on a photo by Chris Mooney,” she tells us, “and the 
composition reflects a fractured image representing the 
break in the mill’s history from industrial production to a 
destination for visitors and workers.” Her accompanying 
article, “A Visit to the Blue Heron Mill Site,” was quoted at 
the evening’s presentation and has been donated to the 
Oregon City Planning Department.

Susan Schenk’s “Inner Sanctum” incorporates textured 
paper and written text into its mixed media collage, 

reflecting both paper mill products and processes.  The 
collage’s grated steel staircases lead us above the 
work’s frame, hinting at the immensity of the site.  Her 
“Home with a View” captures a bird’s nest tucked into an 
abandoned electrical box with a view of the Willamette 
River flowing behind.  

“I really enjoyed seeing how the artists interpreted the 
same things that I saw,” she recalled as she spoke of the 
October gathering.  “We were escorted to four areas 
they considered safe, so we saw the same things.  I’m 
impressed by the variety of the artwork that came from 
that one tour.”   Susan tells us that the exhibit will be on 
display through April 2nd (at City Hall) and April 9th (at the 
Development Services Building).  

The event was sponsored by the Clackamas County Arts 
Alliance (CCAA), in partnership with the City of Oregon 
City and new mill-owner George Heidgerken.  CCAA (see 
www.clackamasartsalliance.org ) works to keep arts and 
culture central to life in Clackamas County by supporting 
and promoting arts access in every community, and by 
developing programs to meet countywide cultural needs.   
You can learn more about Blue Heron’s redevelopment 
at www.RediscoverTheFalls.com.  Both sites offer a 
fascinating perspective on long-term visions for our 
community.
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Welcome New Members!

TRAG General Meeting Minutes

Dan and Sue Hines joined TRAG this February from Oregon 
City.  They do carved wood art and wood and stone jewelry 
and can be contacted at dan@moneywiseco.com

Doug Owen, from Portland, is primarily a photographer, but 
also does oil and watercolor painting as well as pastels.  
You can reach him at doug01@dougowenPHOTOS.com or 
check out his website at www.dougowenphotos.com

John and Carrie Trax are from Zigzag and do nature and 
food photography as well as wood turning.  Check out their 
website at www.zigzagmtart.com; their e-mail address is 
john@zigzagmtart.com 

Marlene Serna is a mosaic artist from Oregon City. Her 
metal tables have beautiful and unique mosaics, she also 
does jewelry and applies mosaic to pottery. You can reach 
her at Marlenes.Mars@yahoo.com

Paul Trapp has moved to Oregon City from teaching at 
Illinois State and now teaches drawing and painting at 
Concordia University in Portland.  His paintings use canvas 
and frames with cut outs. bright colors and abstract 
shapes.  His e-mail is paultrappart@gmail.com

Starlena Simon ownes Leaning Star Winery and lives in 
Gresham. Besides wines, she does acrylics. Starlena has 
offered to work with TRAG using her wines at events. Her 
wines have delicious flavors of honey and herbs. You can 
reach her at simon1702@frontier.com

Three Rivers Artist Guild 
MINUTES – General Membership Meeting 2/9/15 
Meeting Location:  Pioneer Community Center 
(Downstairs), Oregon City 
ATTENDANCE:   38 Members, 4 Guests/New Members 
Called to order at 7:04 p.m., by Marianne Ryder, Vice 
President

Marianne-  Welcome & acknowledgement of guests, new 
members; opened floor to Board Members to give reports:

 Secretary’s report by Jeannie Hemming – Minutes from 
prior meeting presented as submitted in the February 
edition of the Guild Newsletter; minutes approved as 
submitted;

 Treasurer’s report presented by Carol Wagner;

 Membership Coordinator, Sue Thomas – today is the last 
day to remit membership dues and avoid being dropped 
from the roster;

 Cherilynn SunRidge, Public Relations, invited volunteers 
to sign up for provision of refreshments for upcoming 
membership meetings;

 Mitzi Kugler, TRAG Gallery Co-Chair, announced that 
the Gallery Committee voted in favor of participating in the 
brand new, quarterly publication called the Clackamas Art 
Review, partnering with Clackamas County Arts Alliance 
and Pamplin Media Group in a 1/4-page ad for all four 
quarters of 2015. The first ad will announce TRAG’s Grand 
Opening at the Singer Hill Café venue, while the next 
three will offer buy-in advertising by/for TRAG members.  
The publication is available to the public, free of charge at 
local grocery stores, so subscription isn’t required and the 
readership is excellent.  Gallery news:  sign-ups available 
now for the May/June rotation.

 Trieste Andrews, in charge of our Artist Receptions 
(occurring every other month), issued a reminder for the 
1st reception of 2015, taking place Feb. 13th, 5-8pm at the 
library bookstore location.  Jeannie Hemming suggested 
handing out flyers at the Reception (and in general), 
announcing our move to Singer Hill Café; Karin Dimeler-
Laurence volunteered to design/produce the flyers (thank 
you, Karin!) in time for the Reception.

 Marianne reminded members to approach Susan 
Schenk or Anita Reuther about showing in the 221 Gallery, 
and Jeff Willard for showing in Haggen’s Fireside Gallery.

Introduction of guest speaker Laura Valenti, by Marianne 
Ryder.  Photographer, curator, and educator, Laura talked 
about the value of creating “Truly Personal Art,” and shared 
examples of her own and other artists’ work as examples 
of the topic. Those interested in taking her online classes 
may enroll through www.valentiphotography.com.  

 Floor opened for artist announcements (current & 
upcoming shows/exhibits).

Meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m.
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Three Rivers Artist Guild operates a gallery located inside the 
Singer Hill Cafe at 623 7th Street.

Gallery Spotlight

Gallery News

is Open for Business!

Tuesday-Sunday 9a.m.-4p.m. 
Located inside Singer Hill Cafe, 623 

7th st. in Oregon City
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March 2015 Artist of the Month: Rebecca Evans

Want to be the next Artist of the Month?
Contact Mitzi Kugler, Holly Kroenig or Tonya Meyer about 
showing your work at Three Rivers Gallery and Gifts!
gallery@threeriversartistguild.com

Don’t forget! You must be a paid member to show in the 
gallery! Please bring your payment to the general meeting 
or contact Sue Thomas: 
membership@threeriversartistguild.com

Rebecca Evans
Photography

“I was born with wanderlust in my blood,” says photographer 
Rebecca Evans, “yet I came to photography through the back door.  
I was never even the casual ‘family photographer’ until I packed a 
camera for my husband to take on vacation.  He didn’t like it so I used 
it . . . and the rest is history.” 

Rebecca brings a unique perspective to her work.  “I hope to show the viewer . . . qualities 
that are hidden, sometimes in plain sight, in the everyday world around us.”  Her image 

“Architectural Detail – Seattle Building” sums 
up the struggle of an aging building with its 
focus on a formal, elegant frieze blackened by 
decades of urban exposure.  “Water Grasses 
– Trillium Lake” shows us long green blades, 
sparkling with refracted sunlight.  We’re not 
quite sure 
whether these 

are the actual grasses or their mirrored lake reflection!  
Close-ups of dahlias and other blooms give us a bee’s-
eye view of floral bounty.  

Startling details like these bring the viewer along with 
Rebecca as her camera captures the untold stories 
of Elowah Falls, the Hawthorne Bridge, Astoria’s 
waterfront, and even street scenes from Cuba and the 
Yucatan.  All offer her “an endless supply of inspiration,” she tells us, and give us a new 
look through our own mental viewfinders, too.  Seeing us as partners in storytelling, she 
thanks us for “giving me the opportunity to present an image that allows you, the viewer, 
to build your own story of the larger picture.” 
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The following artists are displaying at 
the gallery this cycle:

Heather Andrews - Colored pencils, Jewelry, Beadwork, 
Clay 
Trieste Andrews - Oil Painting 
Danna Barnes - Acrylic Painting 
Tom Bliquez - Recycled Wood Working 
Rusty Brown  - Carved Celtic Wood Art 
Judy Caldwell - wood sculptures of animals 
Stacey Carlton - Mixed Media 
Lynne Collum - Jewelry, Photography 
Tom Cook - Ceramics 
Sharon Crocetti - Oil, Pencil, Charcoal, Conte 
James Davis - Oil & Acrylic Painting 
Kerin Dimeler-Laurence - Fiber, Fabric, Jewelry 
Carol Ellison - Oil, Jewelry 
Joe Escriva - Woodturning, Woodcarving 
Rebecca Evans - Photography 
Stephanie Gillette  - Oil Painting 
Linda Merry Gross - Paper, Bead, Fiber 
Jeannie Hemming - Drawing, Etch a sketch, Acrylic 
Mary Margaret Hite - Jewelry 
Francisco “Falcon” Padilla - Oil & Acrylic Painting 
Teri Inouye (Lowry) - Colored Pencils 
Mitzi Kugler - Fused glass 
Gail Maire - Recycled Hand Bags 
Tonya Meyer - Jewelry 
Kathleen Mitchell - Watercolor, Pastel, Oil & Acrylic Painting 
Bonnie Moore - Watercolor Painting 
Michael Moullet II - Ceramics 
Ellen Nawrocki - Watercolor, Pastel & Oil Painting 
Patti Nelson - Watercolor & Acrylic Painting, Crochet, 
Ornaments 
Karla Piatt - Fused Glass on Acrylic Canvas 
Tatiana Rogovsky - Traditional Painting on Glass, Cards 
Susan Schenk - Watercolor, Oil & Mixed Media Painting 
Gary Stutzman - Oil Painting 
Harry Symonds - Oil & Acrylic Painting 
Susan Thomas - Painting 
Thomas Tietze - Jewelry 
Jerilyn Walker - Jewelry, Woodcraft 
Marilyn Woods - Ceramics, Sculpture, Acrylic 

Mark your calendars to attend the Artists’ 
Reception for this rotation on Friday, April 10, 
from 4-7p.m. at Three Rivers Gallery and Gifts!

Three Rivers Gallery & Gifts has space for classes!

Now is the time to sign up to teach classes for 2105. Get 
on the calendar and share your passion for art. 

The policy is as follows:

 Class Fee - $ 40 per day, payable in advance to TRAG.

 Class Hours - anytime between: 
 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday 
 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 Sunday

  Suggested Number of Participants - ten or less

  Classes need not be art oriented. (Poetry, writing, 
crafts welcome)

 Instructor should bring supplies.

 Pack out garbage and leave space neat and tidy.

 No loud noises (musical instruments) or odors (Oil 
paints) allowed.

 Space covered by liability insurance. 

 Questions and sign up to be directed to classes@
threeriversartistguild.com

Located inside Singer Hill Cafe  •   623 7th Street, Oregon City, OR
OPEN 9-4 Tuesday through Sunday (Closed Monday)

Owned and operated by Three Rivers Artist Guild  • www.threeriversartistguild.com
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TRAG Gallery Reception a Huge Success  

The gallery sparkled with excitement 
as about 80 members and gallery-
goers gathered for a spectacular 
evening of art, music, wine and 
camaraderie.  TRAG Event Planner 
Trieste Andrews was thrilled.  “The 
idea of a reception came up at TRAG’s 
general meeting brainstorming and I 
thought, ‘That would be a BLAST – it 
would be fun to do something with 
wine, food and music.’” 

Member Heather Andrews’ Celtic harp 
supplied the celestial music for the 
event.  Her sign, “Heavenly Harpistry” 
lifted the mood even higher as 
attendees orbited the vibrant gallery.  
Learn more about her music and her 
art at http://heatherandrewsbugs.com.  

Jan Wallinder of Forest Edge Vineyard 
(www.forestedgevineyard.com) 
coordinated the wine tasting, offering 
both wine and hard cider in miniature 
faceted tasting goblets.  “Wine-

tasting events require two substantial 
food items, so Haggen catered [the 
wraps and bread bowls],” Trieste 
explained.  “We advertised by E-Vite 
and other places on-line, and decided 
to start at 5PM so people could drop 
by on their way home from work.  
Mitzi and Linda Merry were a big 
help.”  President Linda Merry thanked 
the Clackamas County Arts Alliance 
for advertising the event in their on-
line weekend update. 

Gallery Co-chair Mitzi Kugler was 
delighted.  “I like seeing everyone’s 
enthusiasm.  It’s good to get the local 
community involved.  I’d like the public 
to see that we can offer ‘one-stop-
shopping’ for local art.” 

The careful planning paid off!  
Enthusiastic attendees took ten 
membership applications and one 
joined TRAG right away.  Others 
purchased almost $350 in gallery 

items.  Even before 6PM, a steady 
stream of artwork was heading 
towards the cashier, including Linda 
Merry’s paper-packaged treats, Susan 
Schenk’s chartreuse ornamental bird’s 
nest, and Jeannie Hemming’s horse 
print and an etch-a-sketch drawing. 

“It’s a great turn-out,” noted Jeannie.  
“People are impressed with the event 
and are buying even more than they 
intended.”  “I think it’s wonderful,” 
gushed Patti Nelson.  “There are lots 
of people.” 

Gallery-goers came from all directions.  
One attendee mentioned that she’d 
learned about the event from an 
on-line photography “meet-up” and 
had driven 22 miles from northwest 
Portland to attend.  Another noted that 
“I live just up the street but hadn’t 
been here before.  A member told a 
friend who told me and we all came 
together.”  

“This was our best-attended reception 
ever,” noted Trieste, “and we plan to 
do one every other month this year.”  
Our next reception is already planned 
for Friday, April 10th, from 4PM to 
7PM at our new Three Rivers Gallery 
and Gift location in the Singer Hill 
Café.  Mitzi summed up the event, 
saying “It was a great night for TRAG.” 
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Mark Your Calendars!
The Artist Road -  http://www.
theartistsroad.net 

John Hulsey and Ann Trusty are master 
plein air watercolorists. The website is 
an incredible resource for any 2D artist 
in TRAG. It costs $30 for the year to 
join the site, and offers 

Become a Member and enjoy access 
to all the in-depth painting and travel 
articles, videos and tutorials.

“Having spent a lifetime exploring 
and finding purpose and fulfillment 
through art, we decided to build this 
art and painting website to share 
what we have learned and to inspire 
others in their creative lives. Much 
of the important content (over 400 
articles) you’ll find here is instructional 
- the steps to making paintings in oil, 
pastel or watercolor - often illustrated 
by videos, slide shows and Step-by-
Step demonstrations. As a member, 
each month you’ll receive a new in-
depth educational or art travel article 
along with a new, illustrated Voices 
of Experience interview with a top-
flight artist. Enjoy the free content. 
We believe that you will find value 
and inspiration in it. If you do, please 
consider joining as a member now to 
access all the members-only in-depth 
articles and to add your valuable 
support to this important effort. 
And don’t forget, members receive 
discounts on all the useful products, 
downloads, books and live workshops 
in our Store.”

Art Extravaganza: Tools Techniques Trade Show Bigger and Better! 
Coming to Oregon City March 11, 2015 

For the third consecutive year, the Clackamas County Arts Alliance will present 
ART EXTRAVAGANZA on March 11, 11am- ‐4 pm, at the Providence Willamette 
Falls Community Center on 15th & Washington Streets in Oregon City. 

This popular art materials trade show will feature an array of new and old- ‐
favorite products to test and sample: Gamblin Oils, Golden Acrylics, Strathmore 
Artist Papers, Winsor & Newton and many more will be represented. New 
vendors this year include Bullseye Glass and Georgies Ceramic and Clay. 

Also new this year is a one- ‐day “pop- ‐up” store created by Portland’s Muse Art 
and Design, with a variety of art supplies available for sale during the show. 

Throughout the day, artists will demonstrate various techniques, Rene 
Eisenbart- ‐ Watermedia, Sheila Ford Richmond- ‐Fabric Painting, Cindy 
Lommasson- ‐Sumi Painting, Barbara Mason- ‐Printmaking, and more! 

The Trade show is FREE and open to the public! Door prizes will be offered 
throughout the day. Enjoy it all in a big, bright location, with a coffee bar too. 

In addition to the free tradeshow, three special Lecture Demonstrations in 
various media will be offered, only $7 each. Register now – limited space 
available! 

For complete show information, and to register for Lecture Demonstrations, 
visit www.clackamasartsalliance.org/programs/art- ‐extravaganza/ 

ART EXTRAVAGANZA is generously sponsored by Providence Willamette Falls 
Medical Center. 

The Clackamas County Arts Alliance is a nonprofit organization working to 
keep arts & culture central to life in Clackamas County. Information about the 
Arts Alliance can be found at www.clackamasartsalliance.org. For specific 
questions about this event, email Associate Director Elizabeth Klein (elizabeth@
clackamasartsalliance.org) or phone 503- ‐ 655- ‐0525.
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“Singing” Mixed Watermedia!
with Melissa Gannon

Seeking to expand what you can do with watercolor? 
Ready to add complexity to your piece with different 
layers? Learn all this and more in this workshop!  
We will cover washes, texturing, using gouache or 
acrylic ink, ox gall liquid, salt, stamping and more! 
Bring all of your watercolor supplies plus ox gall 
liquid, acrylic inks and/or paints, plant material 
for stamping, saran wrap, sparkly paint, a hair 
dryer, and a couple of pieces of watercolor paper. 
Reference photos will be provided or feel free to 
bring your own. If shopping for additional colors, 
try perylene maroon, nichel azo yellow and  
azo yellow.
Saturday, March 21 • 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

At the Gladstone Senior Center
1050 Portland Avenue in Gladstone, OR
Questions: Call Melissa at 503-557-3963
Cost: $45.00

To register call 503-557-3963.
Or download registration form at:
 www.melissagannon.com/workshops
See my work at: www.melissagannon.com.
Space is limited to register now!!!
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Calls for Artists

Tigard Downtown Alliance, 12345 SW Main St, Tigard, OR 97223 
WWW.EXPLOREDOWNTOWNTIGARD.COM/TIGARD-DOWNTOWN-ALLIANCE-TDA/ 

 

   

 

 

  

The Tigard Downtown Alliance “Art Walk” committee is soliciting submissions from 
the artist community as well as local students to display within participating Main 

Street businesses from May 1st-15th. 

How to apply for entry: 
THIS ENTRY FORM IS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE: 

WWW.EXPLOREDOWNTOWNTIGARD.COM/TIGARD-DOWNTOWN-ALLIANCE-TDA/ 
 

Submit a PDF exhibition entry form and digital photo of work being 
considered for entry by email to:   elisesarge2@gmail.com 

Deadline for applications: April 1, 2015 @ 9pm 
Artists to be notified of selection by April 15, 2015 

Art to be displayed in businesses May 1st-15th 

Award of Prizes will be made on May 15th 

Awards: 

Professional  Entries                             Student Showcase Entries (grades 6-12)                    

1st Place   $250.00 cash   1st Place  $75 gift certificate  

 2nd Place  $100.00 cash   2nd Place $50 gift certificate 

Honorable mention (3) @ $50.00  3rd Place $25 gift certificate  

People’s Choice Award $200.00 cash eligible to professionals and students. 

*gift certificates will be from a regional art supply store 

Eligibility:                                                                                                                                                                        
Artists age 18 and older who reside or work in the Tigard vicinity are eligible to apply.  
Students age 12-18, (middle school through high school) may apply to participate in the 
student showcase.  Artists may submit up to three entries. Submitted entries must have 
been completed within the last three years.  Selections will be made by the Tigard 
Downtown Alliance Art Walk Committee. 
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Request for Qualifications 

 

 
 
 


