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The Potter’s Process

Mark your calendars!
The next TRAG General Member meet-
ing will be on Monday, August 11 at 
7PM at the Pioneer Community Center. 

Got an idea for TRAG?
Let us know! 
suggestions@threeriversartistguild.com
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We will NOT be meeting at the Pioneer Center in September. 

Come join us September 8, 2014, at 7:00pm, at Hillendale Park 
Shelter (19260 Clairmont Way, Oregon City, OR 97045) for an 
informal, fun meeting.

Art Swap Meet and Dessert Potluck 
Take this opportunity to clean out your studio of unused or unwanted 
art supplies for a swap meet.

Mark your own prices and bring a few dollars of your own to snap up 
the great deals.

Bring a small dessert for everyone to taste! While perusing the extra 
art supplies, enjoy the potluck! You are also welcome to bring a piece 
of your art to share with the group.
See you Monday at 7p.m.!
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Are you a new member? Want to be featured here? 
Contact Membership Coordinator Sue Thomas: 
membership@threeriversartistguild.com

Welcome New Members!Get involved in your Guild!
August saw the addition of 3 new members to TRAG!  
Lori Schumann”s business name is “Skirtin’ Around”--
she makes whimsical aprons and eco bags and lives in 
Portland.  You can reach her at skirinaround@rocketmail.
com.

James Edwards and Sheri Daniels both live together in 
West Linn and make ceramic raku fired fish plaques and 
small purses made with batik material (myfritzbunny@
yahoo.com is their e-mail for both).

Gary Stutzman’s Great Idea!

At our August meeting, Gary introduced the idea of having 
newsletter articles which look at the technical side of our 
artists’ work.  He thought knowing more about how our 
members’ varied artwork is created would be helpful to our 
volunteers as they answer gallery customers’ questions.

We’re glad to give it a try!  There’s an enormous range in 
our members’ work – even among artists who work in the 
same general area, such as jewelry or pottery.  Because of 
that, most articles will focus on one artist and one process 
at a time.  Over time, we’ll build a resource that can be 
helpful to Gary . . . and to us all!

Read ‘The Potter’s Process’ - the first article in this series - 
on page 9! 

Letter from the President

As members of Three Rivers Artist Guild, we value being 
part of a cohesive and fun Guild to encourage and support 
each other.

The Guild would be open to promoting your personal 
shows, events, gallery displays in our newsletter, 
FaceBook, Website, and with our on-going every other 
month PR press releases to various entities, as well as 
with fellow members!

Email the information to president@threeriversartistguild.
com 

If you have an upcoming event, I strongly recommend 
you provide all the data:  where, when, who, what, et 
cetera.  Also a website link to the event would be great 
so members and the public can view the data and plan to 
attend.

Let’s all work together to cross promote each other and the 
Three Rivers Artist Guild. 

Thanks for sharing the Guild’s event on your personal social 
media.  You are all greatly appreciated!!!

Very warm regards, 
Linda Merry
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TRAG General Meeting Minutes
Three Rivers Artist Guild General Meeting  - August 11, 
2014, 7:00 PM, at the Pioneer Center

Welcome: Linda Merry opened the meeting and welcomed 
guests and visitors.  
Guests and new members were introduced. There were 37 
members and guests present.

Secretary Report: Marianne Ryder gave the report. No 
corrections or additions. Minutes are approved and filed. 

Treasurer Report: Joe Escriva gave the Treasurer report.

Gallery report:  Ellen Nawrocki gave the TRAG Gallery 
report.

Membership report: Sue Thomas gave the report.

Newsletter report: Kerin Dimeler-Laurence gave the report. 

VP report:  Art on the Lawn - August 16th.   

August Meeting Announcements:  
The Plein Air painting event “Art on the Lawn” will take 
place Saturday, 8/16 at the historic William L. Holmes 
House in Oregon City. Tara Choate & Kerin Dimeler-
Laurence are chairing this event.  

Openings are still available for the Hopkins Forest of Art 
event in October. 
On August 28 there’s an after-hours Chamber of 
Commerce visit to the Hopkins site. If any artists are 
interested in going (maybe with some examples of their 
art), contact Lynda Orzen.  
Tonya Meyer is chair of the Holiday Show, and she’s looking 
for volunteers to join the committee. Contact her if you are 
interested in being on the Holiday Show Committee.  
Anyone interested in being in the 4th quarter 221 Gallery 
rotation, contact Anita Reuther. 

The remainder of the meeting was a roundtable discussion 
of the recent email survey results, what members thought 
the gallery was for, new developments and plans for the 
gallery in 2015, opportunities available to members, and 
how you can contribute to making the gallery a success.  

Next Meeting:  Monday, September 8, 2014 at a location 
to be announced. Next meeting is a dessert potluck. Bring 
some good food to share and keep an eye open for an 
announcement with more details!

Meeting adjourned, 8:42 PM. 



4 Volume 7 / Issue 9 • September 2014

Three Rivers Artist Guild operates a gallery located at 502 7th 
Street (Corner of 7th and Center Street), in Oregon City. We 
share a space with The Friends of the Library Bookstore.

Gallery Spotlight

Gallery News

Are you currently showing or have shown in a gallery?  Share 
the gallery name, address, telephone number and/or website 
with our webmaster@threeriversartistguild.com and we’ll 
keep a handy list for all our members to peruse and use.  

New Ideas and New Artists at the Gallery! 

Gallery-goers now have a new way to take part in art!  
During July and August, non-TRAG members can enter to 
win a $50 gift certificate!  One lucky winner will be drawn 
from the entries on September 1st – and will have the rest 
of the month to use the winnings for gallery purchases.  
There are so many ways to use a winning gift certificate!  
The 3rd quarter rotation is wonderfully well-rounded, 
featuring four new artists with unique perspectives. 

New TRAG member Ha 
Austin specializes in two 
very different types of 
pottery.  Her hand-thrown 
crystalline porcelain is 
created with a special glaze 
creating breath-taking frost-
like patterns - an abstract 
pattern of the unexpected.  
She also creates a separate line of tableware, based on 
the 1700’s technique of “Sgraffito” (Italian for “scratch”).  
Plates and bowls come alive with figurative images of 
roosters, owls, fish and leaves.  Learn more at www.
hacrystalpots.wordpress.com – including more about her 
encounter with Drew Carney on Channel 8 news!

Jim Davis and Sharon Crocetti bring their personal visions 
to our gallery with their classic paintings.  Jim offers a 
trilogy of waterfalls, from the wide expanse of Willamette 
Falls to the narrow woodland plunges of Latourell and 
Trailside Falls.  (See Jim on-line at www.jimdavisorginals.
com.)

Sharon brings us to the faraway world of the Geisha 

courtesan with her sensitive 
portraits.  With titles like 
“Geisha with Butterfly,” 
“Courtesan with Fan,” and 
“Girl with Food Box,” she 
captures the languid poses 
and graceful gestures 
of the Geisha’s domain.  
Related images – Japanese 
irises, gingko leaves, and 
calligraphy – enhance her 
work.  

Susan Grace builds on her Cherokee heritage with hand-
stitched leather creations.  Each unique piece is formed 
with eco-friendly dyes in warm earth tones.  Leather 
key chains take the form of cowboy boots, ladybugs and 
strawberries.  Drop leather earrings take the form of falling 

leaves.  Her “designer 
charms” are charming as 
gifts – and may be good 
luck, too!   You can reach 
her at graceleatherworks@
comcast.net.  

Join this quarter’s lucky 
drawing entrant with an 
extra trip to the gallery!  
You’ll be enchanted by 
the wide range of art on 
display! 
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September 2014 Artist of the Month: Danna Barnes

Want to be the next Artist of the Month?
Contact Ellen Nawrocki about showing your work in the 
Three Rivers Artist Guild Gallery!
gallery@threeriversartistguild.com

Don’t forget! You must be a paid member to show in the 
gallery! Please bring your payment to the general meeting 
or contact Sue Thomas: 
membership@threeriversartistguild.com

Danna Barnes
Acrylics

Danna remembers how she felt when she discovered “the world 
of painting,” as she calls it. “Everything changed for me and never again 
will I take for granted the colors of a sunset or the changing hues of the 
ocean.”

Mostly self-taught, Danna prefers the quick-drying speed of acrylics to 
the slow work of oils.  “I’m much too impatient for oils . . . when I’m working on a subject, I 
don’t want to wait for it to dry – I want to do it NOW!  I’m a fast painter and often finish a 

painting in a week.” 

Working from her Redland home (which she shares 
with her husband, dogs, cats and 
chickens), Danna adheres to a 
disciplined routine. “Every morning, the 
first thing I do after coffee is paint,” 

she offers.   “I spend three or four hours in my studio.  I’m never without 
an idea because every day something else catches my eye.”  

Danna brings varied themes to her gallery showings. Switching from her previous theme of 
ocean landscapes, she now focuses on the old west. “Dad’s Place” sets the tone with its 
aging farm house and abandoned pick-up.  “One Holer” gives new beauty to the weather-
worn wood of the leaning structure. “Chief Braveheart” pairs 
a wizened face with regal feathers.  

Danna hopes to inspire her viewers with her wide-ranging 
themes.  “I regret that I discovered the world of art . . . so 
late in life,” she says, “but I’m determined to become the next 
Grandma Moses!”
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Community Happenings
Ellen Shefi’s Work on Display at Willamette Falls 
Medical Center

Ellen Shefi’s photography is currently featured at the 
Providence Willamette Falls Medical Center Gallery 
(1500 Division St., Oregon City), through a sponsorship 
by the Clackamas County Arts Alliance (www.
clackamasartsalliance.org) and its Artist Exhibit Program 
(AEP). 

Ellen’s dual passions for travel and nature have been with 
her since childhood.  Intrigued with color, texture, and 
repeated geometric patterns, she embraced photography, 
eventually creating ELF Studios in 2006.  

The organizing symmetry of her subjects adds a unique 
element to her compositions.  “Sunrise Mt Hood” and 
“Blue Sunset, Mt. Jefferson” are almost meditative in the 
calm horizontal lines of clouds and mountain ranges at the 
dawn-and-dusk edges of the day.  “Lavender Fields with 
Mt. Hood” combines the formal symmetry of a classic 
European garden with the untamed exuberance of lush 
lavender and Mt. Hood’s snowy slopes.  “Full Moon” 
puts the dominant moon in the exact center of the photo, 
framed by leafless, grasping branches.  You won’t want 
to miss this fascinating show, on display through October 
2nd. 

Ha Austin is showing her fantastic pottery at:

ART IN THE BURBS

14850 SW 132nd Terrace, Tigard, Or  97224 
Friday, October 17 - 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Saturday, October 18 - 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Sunday, October 19 - 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

CARDS + CLAY + EXTERIOR ART + GLASS 
HANGING ART + JEWELRY + TEXTILES + WOOD 
For yet another October weekend, Alberta Rider 
Elementary will be transformed into an art festival with 
original works from over 75 juried artists available for sale. 
The Foundation’s Art in the Burbs brings a diverse range of 
art. Explore the juried artist page to view last year’s artists. 
A highlight - you will be awed by talented Tigard-Tualatin 
students as you stroll through the student art gallery and 
entertained by student musicians performing throughout 
the weekend. 
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Bonnie Burlew and Bill Burlew will be showing their 
artwork at R.Blooms Flowers at 267 A Avenue, Lake 
Oswego.   Dates of these events are June 21, July 19, 
August 16th and Sept 20th.

Rusty Brown Showing in Portland 

Rusty invites us to see his work at Portland’s Artopia 
2, an art benefit planned for Sept. 13th from 5PM to 
8PM at Rose City Park Presbyterian on 44th and Sandy 
Blvd.   Sponsored by the PDX Artist Coalition, the 
benefit is designating a portion of art sale proceeds to 
PHAME, an art school and community serving those with 
developmental disabilities. Learn more at www.facebook.
com/PDXArtistCoalition and at www.PHAMEpdx.org. 

Rusty is also showing at the Stark Street Station at 6049 
SE Stark St.  This is a sequential display – showing just 
one of his unique Celtic wood carvings at a time - so drop 
by more than once for baked goods and coffee while you 
enjoy his changing artwork!

Non-Profit
Organization

P A I D
The Dalles, OR
Permit No. 7

The Dalles Art Center
P.O. Box 1026

220 East Fourth St.
The Dalles, OR 97058

O p e n i n g  R e c e p t i o n
Thurs. September 4th, 5 - 7pm

S p o n s o r e d  B y :
Griffith Motors

Randy & Kay Skov

Gallery Hours
Tuesday - Saturday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

541-296-4759
www.thedallesartcenter.org

Wax+Glass+Metal

September 1st - 30th
T h e  D a l l e s  A r t  C e n t e r

P r e s e n t s

Pam Nichols, TRAG member and incredible encaustic 
painter, is showing this month at :

The Dalles Art Center 
220 East Fourth St. 
The Dalles, OR 97058

Bob Bresky will be showing his wonderful photographs at 
this event! 

The Friends of The McLean Park & House in conjunction 
with Lock Fest presents the annual

Art and Garden Gala

Please join this annual celebration of Artists and 
Gardeners. Be among other Gala vendors of sculptures, 
canvas art, glass art, textiles, floral design, jewelry, 
photography, garden art. Master Gardener presentations, 
demos, displays and children’s hands on art projects will 
add to the fun.

This event is open to the general public and may include 
walkers, canoers and neighbors! This event will be 
promoted with various media outlets. Shuttle buses will be 
operating between The Gala and The Lock Fest.

Save the Date for September 13th, 2014 
10am – 4pm
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 Plein air artists brought their passion for painting outdoors 
to the historic Rose Farm on August 16th.  The spacious, 
sunny lawn was peppered with easels and canopies as 
watercolorists worked in full view of the curious museum 
attendees.  

Sandra Pearce learned about the event from TRAG’s Tara 
Choate.  “We’re both in the Oregon Society of Artists 
(OSA),” she explained.  “Painting plein air sharpens your 
skills.  The light keeps changing and your subject matter 
can walk away!  It’s not like working from a photo, which 
can record too much perfect detail.  Working outdoors, 
your brain edits the scene.”   Sandra spoke as she set aside 
her work-in-progress of Rose Farm’s peaceful front porch.   
(You can see more of her work at www.sandrapearce.com 
and reach her at spearce@sandrapearce.com.)

Nearby, Ed Turpin and Deni Franzen worked together under 
a canopy.   “We belong to a group that meets twice a 
month to do watercolors and pastels in different people’s 
homes,” Ed explained.  “I’ve been coming here for at least 
six years.  It’s great to be out in the open.”  Deni nodded 
enthusiastically.  “There’s a real positive to painting in the 
open air – being with other artists and seeing what others 
do.  And then there are the challenges, with the light and 
shadows changing.” 

Tucked in the corner of the lawn for a better view, Tara 
expanded on Deni’s theme.  “With plein air, you have 
to be responsive – the wind changes, the light changes 
and it can tweak things around.  Painting this way is a 
case of ‘happy accident meets skill.’  The original French 
Impressionists wanted to capture the moment and the 
mood of natural light and its changes.”

Tara is gearing up for a season of plein air events.  
Soon, she’ll be off to a Hillsboro plein air gathering with 
structured competitions including timed “quick draws” 
in the open.  Later, she’ll be heading off to Kentucky for 
the “Plein Air at the Paddock” event at Keeneland Race 
Course, sponsored by the American Association of Equine 
Artists!  (See more of her watercolor work at www.
tarachoate.com, or contact her at tarachoate@q.com).

As the artists worked, Wendell Baskins, Chair of the 

Rose Farm Management Committee, looked on from the 
welcoming front porch.  “This is a very talented group,” he 
shared, “and we enjoy having them come to Rose Farm.  
This is what the grounds are meant to be used for.”  He 
spoke enthusiastically of the Farm’s future plans. 

Back on the lawn, Sandra also looked beyond her easel to 
future events.  She summed up the event, saying “I love 
plein air – and I’d love to come back next year!” 

Plein Air Greets Guests at Rose Farm
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The Potter’s Process – Ha Austin

Note: This is the first in a series of articles describing a 
technical creative process by tracing a TRAG member’s 
actual production method. If you would like to be 
interviewed for one of these articles, please let Beth 
know!

In the complex world of ceramics, the image of the 
potter shaping tableware at the 
revolving potter’s wheel stands out 
as an iconic image. The tradition is 
centuries-old, but Ha Austin brings 
this heritage to the 21st century 
with both her whimsically decorative 
Sgraffito designs and unique 
crystalline glazes.

The entire process begins by 
selecting the appropriate clay. “I 
use white stoneware and porcelain 
clay,” Ha writes. Stoneware clay 
is fine-ground with good plasticity 
before firing and a high heat 
resistance that makes the finished 
product durable. Porcelain shares 
some of these qualities, but can be 
more translucent than the opaque 
stoneware. 

Next, the formless “clay body” is 
shaped - either by hand-building (such as coiling, pinching 
or slabbing), or with the radial symmetry of the potter’s 
wheel. “My forms are created on and off the potter’s 
wheel,” Ha writes.

Once formed, the “greenware” pottery will be fired in a 
kiln to its “bisque fired” stage, hardening the clay and 
making the glaze application easier.  After applying a glaze, 
which will decorate and protect the pot, the pottery will be 
fired again to its proper maturing temperature, reaching the 
“glaze fired” stage. 

The atmosphere within the kiln is extremely important. An 
oxidation atmosphere contains plenty of oxygen to help 
the fuel burn. A reduction atmosphere limits the amount 
of oxygen available so the fuel does not burn completely 
and the kiln becomes filled with free carbon. The oxygen-
hungry carbon then robs the clay and glaze materials of 
their oxygen, causing dramatic changes in the color and 

texture of the pottery. Ha explains that this darkens and 
intensifies her colors. 

The temperature within the kiln is also critical. 
Temperatures range up to 2,190 degrees for earthenware, 
up to 2,370 degrees for stoneware, and up to 2,550 
degrees for porcelain. Pyrometric cones are placed in 

the kilns as visual indicators of the 
temperature. Ha writes that her 
“Cone 10 glazes” (meaning high-
temperature glazes) are hand-mixed. 

Ha uses two very different 
techniques to decorate her pottery. 
The first is Sgraffito (Italian for 
scratch) decoration, using slip (a 
thinned potter’s clay applied like 
paint). Ha writes, “I paint [the 
pot] and then incise a pattern by 
scratching through the top layers to 
reveal the clay color and ultimately a 
design on the pottery. Sgraffito ware 
was produced by German settlers in 
Colonial America as early as 1735.” 

The other technique is entirely 
different – a crystalline glaze, formed 
by forcing zinc oxide and silica in 
the glaze to attach and form crystals 

on the surface of the pottery. Ha tells us that “crystalline 
glazes are produced through specific glaze formulation and 
careful control of the firing schedule. The glaze must be 
extremely fluid and the heating/cooling temperatures must 
be just right to form zinc-silica crystals.”

She adds that “crystalline potters are challenged by the 
multistep process that can take up to 35 hours on a single 
piece, and even with care, the failure rate is high. Each 
piece is a unique work of art [though] . . . and the beauty of 
each ceramic creation . . . makes the journey worthwhile.” 
Learn more about Ha’s journey at www.hacrystalpots.
wordpress.com! 

Article sources: Ha Austin’s advertising literature, Wikipedia 
articles on pottery, stoneware and pyrometric cones, the 
American Heritage Dictionary (for various definitions), and 
the Clackamas Community College Catalogue (on hand-
building).

An example of Ha’s beautiful work, from her 

website www.hacrystalpots.wordpress.com


